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FIRST LANGUAGE ARABIC

Paper 0508/01
Reading

Key messages

The question paper consists of two main questions on two main texts on ‘Youth and Elderly’. The first
question tests candidates’ comprehension by answering a set of questions (a-m) on Text 1, with 20 marks
allocated for the questions plus 5 marks for language accuracy. The second question requires a summary of
the main ideas from both texts, with a maximum of 15 marks allocated for the main ideas, 5 marks for style
and organisation and 5 marks for language accuracy. The total mark for the paper is 50.

In general, the questions and texts were suitable for the intended level and tested different abilities. The
guestions were varied in their challenge to stimulate responses from low, middle, and high ability candidates.

Overall performance was good, with several candidates demonstrating very good comprehension skills in
answering Question 1, and very good summary skills of both texts, presenting a well-structured piece,
organised in meaningful paragraphs that are coherent and contain a good variety of linking words and
phrases. In addition, their language was mostly accurate, with good variety of sentence structures and
lengths.

By contrast, weaker candidates’ performance demonstrated an inability to comprehend several questions,
and their summary skills ranged from poor to average. This is due to summarising only one text and relying
heavily on lifting from the text(s).

For Question 1, Question 1(f), 1(g), 1(i), 1(l) and 1(m) achieved the lowest performance. This is because
many candidates did not understand the demands of the questions or did not link their answers to some of
the key verbs in the questions as detailed below.

Compared to the previous 2023 series, overall performance on Question 1 is lower but with an improvement
in language accuracy. As for content, style and organisation and accuracy for Question 2, performance was
almost of the same level.

Most candidates adhered to the word limit, which is a visible improvement on previous series. It has also
been observed that an increasing number of candidates adopted lifting from both texts. This lifting ranged
from mild (selective paragraphs) to severe (total lifting).

Another key observation is that several candidates limited their summary to one text. This had an impact on
their overall performance, as they missed the key points of the text they left out.

General comments

For many candidates, performance in this series ranged from good to very good, and it was similar to the
2023 series for Question 2, and lower performance for Question 1 except for accuracy, which showed
improvement. For 0508/01, candidates who performed at the higher range of marks constituted almost 48
per cent of all candidates (down from 53 percent last year), whilst those at the mid-range constituted almost
26 per cent (last year 23 per cent), and those at the lower range constituted 26 per cent (last year 24 per
cent). For 7184/01, performance for the higher range constituted 51 per cent (last year 49 per cent), and the
mid-range was 23 per cent (last year 26 per cent), and the low range was 25 per cent (like last year).

In general, candidates demonstrated good comprehension skills, except for some challenging questions
(stated above) that required good comprehension and deduction skills, which only strong candidates were
able to respond to. A substantial number of candidates lifted whole sentences or paragraphs to answer
Question 1. Also, there were instances where candidates repeated in their summary their answers to
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Question 1. Weaker candidates’ summary was confined to one text and included substantial lifting or
irrelevant material and using general summary without specific reference to the context of the texts.

Regarding the summary of the two texts, performance for 0508/01 was similar to last year in content, style
and organisation and accuracy. As for 7184/01, performance was better than last year in content, style and
organisation and accuracy. Generally, candidates demonstrated their ability to understand the texts and
capture some of the main ideas in their summary; others summarised one text, but only strong candidates
were able to capture most of the main ideas in both texts, with some performing extremely well by capturing
13-15 key ideas out of 15.

Comments on specific guestions

Question 1

The questions are based on text 1. They covered a variety of points and tested different levels of abilities.
Overall performance was 58 per cent across all questions, with the following ranking from strong to very low:

€) Performance was extremely good, as 92 per cent of all candidates answered the question
correctly. Few candidates responded with Ll ¢ a0 0 GLED (u elgiil s instead of CLall Gu gl vie
or <Ll oy g_@

(b) Very good performance, as 72 per cent of candidates answered the 2 points correctly. The

remaining candidates answered the second point, and did not include the first one: ax glayl Js

4b 5 pualge Apes gl 2aad aae [ Al Gladll Gl

(c) Performance was average, as 50 per cent of candidates answered the two points correctly, whilst
the remaining candidates answered the first point correctly and were not successful in answering

the second point, as the majority gave the answer: Liall alge s colall QLA e 5 2l Gag)khll or
Lally Bl OF divie pgllal praaiiy uSall ¢ gandaion b aghans Al Apadl (g ylal)

(d) Good performance overall, as 62 per cent of candidates answered both points correctly. The
remaining candidates’ answers were varied, but they mainly answered the first point and were not
successful in answering the second point about the negative effects of Youth relations which is:

(Aahal gl aad mloay ) ) toalie (e dliiel L US e lal) iy folal) gl /el auy daads ol

(e) Performance was very good, as 72 per cent of candidates gave correct answers to the two points.
The remaining candidates’ answers ranged from ‘no response’ to answering ‘yes’ to the first point
instead of ‘no’ and offering the wrong reasoning for the second point, whilst others gave irrelevant
answers, such as talking about friendship in general:

Jstall Ao 2al Laised) DT (mns e Lilall aglia 153850 il ¢aas
Anal) s QLA LSy A aldl Ga digp Las g8 b gupmalaal) B B Y (38l Y
()] Performance was below average as only 39 per cent of candidates answered the question

correctly. One of the main reasons behind this performance is that many of the remaining
candidates knew the answer but their language skills failed them since they did not include in their

answer the key subject phrase . lausl o5l @lidal (e aola); instead, they wrote  of s ¥ el 5
cgilayg payac Ao mhasi Other wrong answers included:
bl SIASY) pre s Slaalsll e (aall
ceyad) Cilaial
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Again, performance in this question was below average. Only 46 per cent of candidates answered
it correctly. There were many wrong answers such as the ones below. The question demanded
evidence where the key sentence of which was missed by some candidates:

al il Ll LSy A il (e g Lea 8 pualaall S )
gl A8 oy

Al sledy cliall) e A il (5858 U Al

Al als bl LS )l

Performance was very good, as 74 per cent of candidates answered the question correctly. Among
the wrong answers are:

Jaall b 2l
Al s o g Sl (e dullaing QR 4] e L paly

Aule I Jyeasll oo Aad aus ol Sie s of i) e i

Performance was below average. Only third of candidates answered it correctly. There were two
reasons for this performance: the first one was due to misunderstanding the question, particularly

the meaning of the verb L& in the question. Many candidates gave the answer lgala ol dga )l 4k to
the first point which invalidated the answer as it gave the opposite meaning, i.e., il | bl e
sl instead of dsa )yl (ew) ) <L @a. The second reason is that many candidates did not get the
second point right, which is duwe <l Caillaghl e agudlgn,

Performance was very good as 67 per cent of candidates answered the two points of the question
correctly. The remaining candidates either gave the wrong answer or only answered one point.
Examples of wrong answers are:

galans) ol Aga )l A8
2oLl SIFSY) pae g cilalgll e sl
Slall il aaeli Jgminy o lgasans ol LY Y

Performance was below average. 45 per cent of candidates answered the question correctly. Apart
from the wrong answers by some candidates, the main reason for this performance is that several

candidates were unable to link their answer to the key verb s in the question. Their main answer
was: sball Jserlaad/sball & jieal (muj Iy oo Vg2 gaiy R ol which did not complement the verb s The
correct answer should have been: .sball ¢l i aa el Is2in of el seay/elY) e

Performance was very poor, as only 28 per cent of candidates answered it correctly. Many
candidates were in the right paragraph of the text and gave the answer ais z sy dayll 2w L 5o 1368

il )l not realising that this answer relates to the previous paragraph relating to the author’s
message ‘calling upon parents to push their children into the battlefield of life’. Had they continued
reading the paragraph, they would have realised that the key answer would have been:

ally G dle] n dbians Lo Jlal Bpde (g 4l (0S5 Bt it o salaicly olaag dlun Be e GLAD 4 Lo BY

This question achieved the lowest performance as only 25 per cent of candidates answered it
correctly. This question demanded strong comprehension skills to deduct the two conclusions
reached by the author. Many candidates gave the explanation to the two conclusions rather than
the conclusions themselves, so they wrote:

(AN 05 lally alell b 2aail) e Ll Bt lates clgdsudis A1 Clid Gn Gl Cipeld ccalaail ol eyl da Capes of can)f 136 @

Dlbaai) S el A gl ge aghaa laas
il QLN (g5 o e iy aal 138 S 8 Gy lepag of g Al Ll AV @il (e dila US ) @
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Accuracy

Despite some spelling and grammatical errors, many candidates performed well in this area, and
performance was better than last year’s.

Strong candidates used appropriate vocabulary and avoided lifting from the texts by using synonyms and
rephrased their answers appropriately. They also applied variation in syntactic structures and sentence
lengths. As for weaker candidates, their language was characterised by several spelling mistakes, basic and
major grammatical errors, and the use of thin language with simple sentences. Many of the errors were in

missing the ‘hamzah’ or using the wrong one or their inability to distinguish between aball seay Juasll 53 as
well as weakness in the use of aeally il gilsals oS clgileals o) and subject-verb agreement.

Question 2
Content

Performance was better than last year’s. Strong candidates were able to summarise both texts in a good
summary style, using their own words and capturing many of the points/key ideas for both texts. Their
summary was well-structured (introduction, presentation and conclusion), organised in meaningful
paragraphs, coherent with the use of linking words/phrases within and across paragraphs.

As for weaker candidates, their summary was confined to one text (having an impact on their marks) and had
a weak sense of summary in addition to adopting lifting from the texts that ranged from mild to total lifting.

Some candidates exceeded the word limit and wrote irrelevant material/anecdotes or gave general points
without specific reference to the context of both texts. However, there is an improvement in the number of
candidates who adhered to the word limit.

Few candidates used exactly the answers for Question 1 in their summary, and this made their summary
mundane and lacking logical sequence and coherence.

Style and Organisation

Performance in this area was very good and better than last year’s. Many candidates’ summary was well
structured, with an introduction, presentation and conclusion. Their summary included paragraphing, with
good linkage words and phrases (see below). Their presentation demonstrated logical sense of capturing the
main ideas, and some adopted a draft summary of the main ideas in the form of bullet points before
proceeding to the summary. This demonstrates good planning.

By contrast, weaker candidates wrote continuous summary (no paragraphing), with hardly any linkage in
addition to lifting sentences and whole paragraphs from the texts, without any individual input.

Accuracy

Performance was also very good in this area and slightly better than last year’s performance. There were

hardly any issues of understanding the content of the summary piece, and this is due to the use of mostly

accurate language. Despite the spelling and grammatical errors observed, meaning was mainly clear, with
very few instances of ambiguity.

Many candidates used appropriate vocabulary for the task, used a range of structures from simple to
complex, and used their own language.

The main spelling and grammatical errors, particularly for weaker candidates, can be summed up as follows:

e  Misuse of both Arabic conjunction particles ‘s meaning ‘and’, and ‘¥ meaning ‘then’ (depending on the

context). Some candidates used them interchangeably as synonymous particles.

e Some candidates had spelling issues when writing Arabic linking words and expressions, some of which
are fixed expressions and collocations.

e  Some candidates had difficulties maintaining the correct linguistic references (nouns and pronouns: in
respect to gender and number) when referring to people and/or things.

e Verb conjugation and subject-verb agreement was also another problematic aspect for the candidates.
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e Errors in the use of geally il clgilsaly IS clgilsaly o) cadailly deaglly 2all ciljan,

Examples of excellent linkage words/phrases are:

(G W Blally cdlld e 3 cof LSy eclld ) Caal ¢aliadl i ol 8 eclld e ke ¢ s W d8lia) ¢ SAL aall (e cof aae ¥
O e i Y les by el e daYy

Examples of excellent use of own words and structures:

e el aay V) A8hala an)lSals agilyguai o Aiyra adeg cags deald gl agliais Spcalall slall Jlaa o agilas bl ely€ o JSAL jas
bl

e} o Alall BlSa] (o paincs agaSa deguy paylai by e sl juals ol (alal agilial) axey aguiil Gl dlsie) o JSAL sl (e
Al pgilia ilgn Sl e 2 L sp Jiasdlly jualalls ol

Recommendations

Based on the above elements of this report, one can offer the following recommendations to enhance
performance:

¢ Review the answers, particularly for Question 1, since some candidates gave the right answers but
were placed against the wrong question.

e  Careful reading of the questions.

¢ Finding the keywords in the questions by underlying them to facilitate answering them correctly.

e Candidates should be aware that the questions are in the right order of the text. This will aid them
identify the answers more easily.

e Candidates should be encouraged to practise past exam papers. They are advised to answer the
questions first without referring to the mark scheme, then compare their answers to those in the mark
scheme.

e Candidates can benefit from reading a variety of Arabic texts to increase their vocabulary base and
develop their comprehension skills.

e Candidates are advised to practise writing techniques: paragraphing, punctuation, connectives, and
summary style, and particularly the summary of key ideas for each paragraph they read.

e Candidates should practise using their own language as much as possible when summarising texts, and
focus on the main ideas rather than the examples or explanations given.
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OIS gl Cun calall agilal o il QUM IS Sy Laaly el o ageandli (8 g yeaifl OO e aaall o s (AT Ly Aaadle liag
M&MA@J\ UA‘UAMJ
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1 15l (gine ol IS ) 1 V) 02 13l 2023 laial sliia (1S5 13 Sally aad) g latia¥) 13 8 OO e el elf 25158
%48 (e i L Lo cilays e Jsbas cpdll (O sae K <01/0508 olaial () dueally  Goans pglad ) dagalll a8 Ly
(el pladl 8 %23 Jlie) %26 Ngs ddacigio cilays (o lshias ¢l DUl 230 K& (s (S ¢ oald) alad) 8 %53 (e Lialiasl)
Lbal) clayall 1Y) JE5 5 (0177184 Glaial dally Lol L (oalall alall 8 %24 Uilee) %26 155 328 Livia ilays Iy paf il il Ll
(el el J1) %25 Esially (%26 alall slall) %23 Aacsgidlly (%49 ol Hlall) %51

A oy can Talitiady Cladivd lga ol ) (el 8)580) dnall A5LY) any eliinly Bam Glatind @ihlee DU el cale (<
@iy 1 i) Ao BadU ALIS chid ol des Ji e OOl e aS 2 adie) LS llad) 8,580 553 OOl (g Lo BlaY) (e oS
e DS s ey sy i o CanaY) OO Gl sl L Lgid 1 Jlsadl o agilils) pgeandls 8 GO Lgd )5S o s dlla
comall) (3l ) Baama BLE) (90 ale gl aladiuly Ala i) e IS uea ol Gl

36 7184/01 olaiel Wl . 25ally adaiilly sk ly Gsacaall Cum a aldl) alall Silas 01/0508 elaf (IS 38 ¢ peatll (ailes Blay Lashs
s Lalilly rail) ilasind o agiysd (O el cple (< 285 adatilly Ciolaly (ggimall Cun e oaldl) plall (g Jumdl el S
O Al IS alara 33a3 (e 19i€a () aa Jaid Aullal) sl (553 DU (S sy i pandliy 09531 alBy caguaile B L)) ISEY)
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FIRST LANGUAGE ARABIC

Paper 0508/02
Writing

Key messages

To do well on this paper, candidates need to

In terms of language:

Revise all aspects of Arabic Grammar (sJls caxajy s=3) with a special attention to the following points:

e Remember that in Arabic, a word can only be . (noun), J=& (verb), or <)~ (particle). Therefore, focus on
understanding their case endings and differences.

e Enhance your understanding of the two types of Arabic sentences: 4.y ilall (nominal sentence) and
dlall dlaall (verbal sentence). Understand their components and case endings more thoroughly.

e When using lilsals oS or ilsals o, remember that the sentence is considered nominative. The predicate
of y< and the subject of ¢ should be in the accusative case.

e Remember to add an i (alif) at the end of singular masculine nouns in the accusative case.

¢ Improve your verb conjugation, especially for feminine plural and dual forms. In verbal sentences, the
verb remains singular even if the subject is plural. Verbs are conjugated in plural only when they follow
their subjects in nominal sentences.

e Add an uili to verbs in their plural form, such as s,

e Pay attention to the use of Relative Pronouns in Arabic. They are used only if the word they refer to is
definite.

e  Ensure correct gender application in the following:

Conjugating verbs, Examples:
o (wd gl (correct)
o lyad Jluaa (incorrect)

Using Relative Pronouns, Examples.
o il (Ul (correct) / &l <Ol (incorrect)
e A Gl (correct) [ & Al (incorrect)

e  Correct case endings for verbs:
e  Weak verbs in the majzuum (jussive) case should lose the weak letter at the end (zw ), NOt 2

e The Five Verbs (iwall JxiY1) should not have ., in the majzuum and accusative cases.

e Understand that non-human plurals in Arabic are grammatically different from human plurals. Non-
human plurals follow the same grammatical rules as third-person feminine forms, meaning they use
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singular feminine adjectives, verbs are conjugated in the singular feminine form, and they take the
singular feminine relative pronoun .

Improve the correct use of all types of s (hamza): illy Jasll 3 (cOnnecting and detached hamza),
dhaugidl 53egll (Medial hamza), and skl 556l (final hamza).

Distinguish between the preposition i (in) and the conjunction letter <l (f). The preposition should not
be attached to the following word (duad) i), not (du.ll).

Drop the <ili from (=gl ) (diminutive nouns) when they are indefinite in nominative or genitive
cases.

Attach pronouns to prepositions that precede them: use L instead of & 3 and 4« instead of s» xa.

Pay attention to the difference between writing aLskll Calyl (long alif) and s)sazall Y1 (short alif), as well
as the difference between sl (Ll (t3° marbdta) and dsswall W (18" maftoha).

Use the correct preposition with verbs. Arabic verbs require different prepositions than their English
counterparts, so avoid literal translations from English.

Certain Arabic words like ¢si(but) and 1 (this) may sound as though they have a long vowel but should
be written without it.

Be attentive to the difference in writing between similar-sounding words such as | (to) and Y| (except).

In nominal sentences, remember that ¥ ,&l, and 3 need to be followed by a noun or pronoun, not a
verb (e.g., Jilw Wl oY, not lall il oY),

In terms of content:

Before starting your writing, take a few minutes at the beginning of the exam to carefully read all the
guestions to fully understand each task.

Choose the guestion you want to answer based on your familiarity with the topic and the writing style
you are most comfortable with.

Sometimes, it may be better to select a question that aligns with your preferred writing style, even if your
knowledge of the topic is slightly less, rather than choosing a topic that requires a different style you are
less skilled in.

Avoid using pre-memorised introductions that are unrelated to the topic and do not address the task at
hand.

Ensure that your response is directly relevant to the question from start to finish.

In descriptive essays, avoid starting with a lengthy introduction that narrates how you arrived at the
location you are describing.

For argumentative essays, begin with a clear stance on the topic, provide reasons for your opinion, and
address opposing views by refuting their main arguments.

Remember that argumentative essays differ from discursive essays. In an argumentative essay, you
should take a clear position, present strong arguments to support it, and counter opposing viewpoints.

Avoid writing argumentative essays in the form of a dialogue.

o5 CAMBRIDGE

International Education © 2024



Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0508 First Language Arabic June 2024
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

e Indiscursive essays, provide multiple positive and negative points, and ensure that you elaborate on
each point.

e  Focus on delivering relevant content, adhering to the required writing style, and maintaining language
accuracy, rather than just reaching the word count. While a shortage in word count can negatively
impact your score, it is less detrimental than failing to meet the other criteria.

e  Ensure that your handwriting is clear and legible. Examiners have limited time for marking and cannot
spend excessive time deciphering difficult-to-read handwriting.

¢ Write in idiomatic Arabic and avoid using colloquial expressions or literal translations from foreign
languages.

e  After completing your essay, take the time to proofread it. Make sure you have answered all the

required points and correct any errors before submitting it. If time permits, read your essay more than
once.

General comments

This year’s question popularity was notably different compared to previous sessions. Typically, each
guestion garners a reasonable amount of interest, with one or two questions being slightly more popular.
However, in this session, Question A in Section 1 was overwhelmingly dominant, with almost all candidates
choosing it over the others. Only a few candidates opted for Question B, making it the second most popular,
while Questions C and D saw minimal interest.

In Section 2, the distribution of question popularity was more balanced, with each question receiving a fair
share of responses. Nevertheless, Questions A and B remained more popular than Questions C and D.

Overall, we continue to see significant progress in several areas. First, the use of colloquial language and
literal translations from foreign languages into Arabic is decreasing with each session. Candidates are clearly
making efforts to produce writing that sound more authentically Arabic. Second, there has been a notable
improvement in both discursive and descriptive essays. In discursive essays, candidates demonstrated a
commendable understanding of the task, effectively identifying both the positive and negative aspects of the
subject and generally adhering to the required writing style. However, some candidates, while identifying
several relevant points, failed to expand on them sufficiently. In descriptive essays, there is a marked
improvement in understanding that the descriptive style should involve the use of all five senses to portray
the subject rather than simply narrating a story. Many essays now feature vivid and attractive imagery.
Another positive development is the reduction of irrelevant side descriptions. Nevertheless, some candidates
still mistakenly include lengthy introductions about how they became familiar with the restaurant or their
journey to the theme park.

However, as in previous sessions, candidates continue to struggle with argumentative and narrative styles.

In argumentative essays, candidates often present their work in a discursive manner without constructing a
strong argument in favour of one perspective. In narrative essays, many still write stories that lack a definitive
climax and merely present a sequence of events. Significant improvement is needed in these areas.

Additionally, grammatical weaknesses remain a major concern. Candidates frequently struggle with
fundamental grammar and basic rules, which sometimes distorts intended meanings. Addressing these
issues is crucial for enhancing overall performance, as content improvement alone will not suffice if
undermined by basic language errors.

Grammatical errors act as significant barriers to effective communication. Even when candidates offer
valuable insights and appropriate responses, their inability to manage grammatical nuances can hinder their
success. It's common to find candidates with strong ideas that could excel were it not for basic grammatical
mistakes. Therefore, we recommend that centres focus on improving candidates’ proficiency in Arabic
grammar and encourage broader exposure to authentic writing by acclaimed authors. This approach will help
refine their writing style and reduce noticeable grammatical inaccuracies.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question A

The first question required composing a discussion essay on the advantages of studying abroad versus
studying at home. This topic directly impacts the lives of students in this age group, as many have likely
discussed it with peers or family members previously. Therefore, it is not surprising that approximately ninety
percent of candidates chose this question. Overall, most responses demonstrated a strong understanding of
the task and adhered to the required writing style. Many candidates effectively presented insightful
discussions on the positive and negative aspects of studying abroad versus studying at home. However, the
primary issue with the responses was language accuracy. Persistent basic grammatical errors prevented
many candidates from achieving higher marks. Furthermore, some candidates misunderstood the meaning

of the word ‘abroad/ z,\s1l & in the question, interpreting it literally as ‘outside’ and consequently discussing

whether it is better to study indoors or outdoors. This misunderstanding may be due to deficiencies in
comprehension skills or hastily answering before fully grasping the question.

Question B

The task required composing an essay on the advantages and disadvantages of robots in different aspects
of our lives. This question was less popular among candidates compared to previous ones but still attracted
a significant number, likely due to its relevance to the technology theme, which consistently engages this age
group. Candidates generally managed to identify several positives and negatives related to robots’ impact on
human life, with many demonstrating a strong ability to list relevant pros and cons, indicating they had a
wealth of ideas for this type of question. Additionally, most candidates appeared to grasp the required writing
style, and effectively used a discursive approach throughout their essays. However, language inaccuracies
prevented many from attaining higher marks.

Question C and D

These two questions were very unpopular this session, attracting only a small number of candidates. It is
unclear whether this is due to the questions being too challenging for this age group or because the previous
two questions were perceived as easier. It is likely that the latter is the case.

Question C required presenting a clear opinion on whether voluntary work is a waste of time, as some
believe, while Question D asked for an opinion on whether teaching music and drawing is unbeneficial.
Generally, candidates who chose these questions used a discursive approach, listing pros and cons without
taking a definitive stance to defend or refute opposing views. This issue, previously noted, recurred in this
session. We strongly recommend that colleagues address this concern and prioritise it alongside language
accuracy to improve future outcomes.

Section 2
Question A and B

Questions A and B were the most popular in this section, which is somewhat unusual since descriptive
tasks are typically chosen less frequently than narrative ones. This preference might be due to candidates
perceiving the descriptive subjects in this session as simpler and more straightforward compared to the
interpretive and creative demands of narrative essays, which require deeper analysis of events, characters,
and plots.

In Question A, candidates were asked to describe their favourite restaurant, including both the interior and
the surrounding area. Question B required a description of a theme park they had visited, along with their
emotional responses during the visit. As seen in the previous session, there has been a continued
improvement in descriptive writing, with more candidates avoiding the mistake of treating descriptive tasks as
narrative stories. Additionally, there has been a positive shift away from irrelevant side descriptions that
merely serve to meet the word count, with most candidates focusing on the core aspects of the task.

However, two issues remain. First, many candidates still begin their essays with lengthy accounts of how
they discovered the restaurant or their journey to the theme park. While brief introductions are acceptable,
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these extended narratives often take up half of the essay. Second, persistent basic grammatical errors
continue to impede higher scores for otherwise well-written essays.

Question C and D

Both questions required candidates to use a narrative style to craft a story: Question C centred on a
hardworking young man’s story set in the autumn season, while Question D asked candidates to write a
story concluding with the statement, ‘And so, | realised that freedom is worth all the possible efforts that one
who desires it should make.” Although these questions were less popular compared to others, they still
attracted a fair number of candidates.

Generally, candidates struggled to create a genuine climax in their stories, with many responses coming
across as mere sequences of events. Additionally, Question D proved particularly challenging, as
candidates had difficulty connecting their stories to the concluding statement in a logical manner. It is crucial
for candidates to carefully read all questions, reflect on which question aligns best with their strengths, and
choose accordingly to improve their chances of achieving higher scores.

Moreover, as with other questions, many candidates were impeded by basic grammatical errors, which
negatively affected their scores.
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